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About The Ybor City Historic District
Ybor City is a National Historic Landmark 
District in Tampa, Florida, located just two miles 
northeast of downtown. 

Founded in 1885 by Vicente Martinez-Ybor, 
Tampa was once known as the Cigar Capital 

of the world due to its booming cigar industry. 
Immigrants from Cuba, Spain, Italy and Germany 
populated the historic district breathing life into 
the neighborhood as it flourished as a culturally 
rich, self-contained community.
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The historic district was reinvigorated in the 
‘80s as a burgeoning business district along 7th 
Avenue. Artists flocked to the bohemian haven 
and the masses followed suit in the ‘90s when 
sprouting clubs and bars solidified Ybor’s stake 
as an entertainment district.

The district has transitioned yet again with 
office space now topping Ybor real estate 
usage. Corporate headquarters, manufacturing 
operations, tech startups and small retailers 
have redefined Ybor, recognizing it as a historical 
gem that has retained its cultural integrity. 
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Today’s Ybor City
Today’s Ybor City continues to build on its rich 
past with an eclectic mix of history, heritage, 
entertainment and excitement. 

This urban oasis offers historically renovated 
and newly constructed commercial and 
residential buildings located on and off Ybor 
City’s main thoroughfare 7th Avenue; once 
recognized as one of the 10 Great Streets in 
America by the American Planning Association.

Ybor City exudes an attractive seediness, 
of the kind that someone like Graham 
Greene reveled in and once described: 
“There seemed to be a seediness about the 
place you couldn’t get to the same extent 
elsewhere, and seediness has a very deep 
appeal…it seems to satisfy, temporarily, 
the sense of nostalgia for something lost; it 
seems to represent a stage further back.”

-Jason Wilson, The Washington Post

Ybor’s history, cultural roots and diversity make 
it one of the most unique neighborhoods in 
Tampa. Its appeal has drawn in major motion 
pictures, commercials and high-end photo 
shoots. 

The district offers people a connection to the 
past with a chance to explore and experience 
a fascinating period in Tampa’s history and 
appreciate the cultural diversity that is ‘the 
Cigar City’ legacy.

Did you know?

You can visit Cuba without ever leaving Ybor 
City. Jose Marti Park has been owned by the 
Cuban government since 1956. The park, 
located at 1300 E. 8th Avenue, pays tribute 
to the 19th century Cuban poet and political 
activist. Marti, considered the ‘Apostle of 
Cuban Independence,’ often visited Ybor City 
to organize and deliver speeches. In 1892 he 
founded the Cuban Revolutionary Party, but 
lost his life in 1985 during a skirmish in Cuba.
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Did you know?

Ybor City knows how to draw a crowd with 
over 130 events and parades hosted within 
the district annually.
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DEMOGRAPHICS 
There is a diverse mix of people living and 
working in Ybor City. Individuals, couples or 
families who want a traditional neighborhood-
feel with a high energy urban environment and 
strong sense of community will find the district 
heartwarming.

The Generation X population, born between 1965 
to 1981, is the most popular age group living and 
working in Ybor. Millennials are the next most 
populous generation with Baby Boomers and the 
Silent Generation making up the rest. 

Most of the residents and workers are female 
and outweigh the number of men working in 
Ybor by 20%. We found everything we were 

looking for here: a rich supply of 
local e-commerce professionals, 
the perfect building to house our 
U.S. e-commerce headquarters 
as well as other retail operations, 
and the opportunity to contribute 
to the revitalization of Ybor City.” 

-Todd Wanek, CEO Ashley  
Furniture Industries 

WORKER & RESIDENT DEMOGRAPHICS

Source: HCP Associates Baseline Assessment
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LEADING INDUSTRIES
With the implementation of new fiber 
communication networks throughout 
the district along with community 
Wi-Fi spots, Ybor City is now home to 
many technology firms specializing 
in everything from military research 
and development to large worldwide 
e-commerce and small business 
software development companies. 

Over the past decade, Ybor City’s 
technology scene has thrived with 
more than 30 tech-related companies 
housed in the historic district.

Starting our business in Ybor City gave us a 
tremendous advantage. Every visitor, tourist or 
new resident to the Tampa Bay area visit Ybor City. 
Starting a business here is not only easy, but a smart 
decision with guaranteed foot traffic, affordable 
rent, amazing amenities and a local government 
that is pro-business.”

-Roberto Torres, Owner of the Blind 
Tiger and Black & Denim

YBOR’S WORKFORCE POPULATION GROWTH  
OVER THE LAST DECADE

Source: HCP Associates Baseline Assessment
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STARTING A BUSINESS

Whether it’s the walkability or the 
amenities, owners and employees 
alike are swarming to Ybor City 
because it fits the dynamics of a 
technology-based generation of 
workers seeking a better balance 
of work and quality of life. 

For those interested in setting 
up shop in Ybor, a number of 
resources are made available by the 
Ybor City Development Corporation 
to help you get started. 

Did you know?

Ybor City, pronounced [EE-bor], is named 
after its founder Vicente Martinez-Ybor. 
He was a noted industrialist and cigar 
manufacturer in Cuba and Key West, but 
founded many other businesses in Tampa 
including street paving, a streetcar line, 
and Tampa’s first brewery.
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TALENT PIPELINE
Hillsborough Community College has 
a campus in the heart of Ybor that offers 
diverse programs including business 
management, computer programming, fire 
science, music, criminal justice and more.  

The University of Tampa is located just 
minutes from Ybor. This private university 
offers more than 200 academic programs 
to a student population of more than 8,000. 

The University of South Florida main 
campus is a short trip north on the 
interstate, home to nearly 50,000 students. 

Located nearby in Channelside is Saint Leo 
University’s Tampa Education Center, a 
branch location for the private non-profit 
Catholic liberal arts institution. Stetson 
University’s Tampa Law Center also sits 
just on the outskirts of Ybor.

K-Force, located in Ybor City, is a 
professional staffing firm that provides 
strategic partnerships in the areas of 
technology, finance and accounting services. 

The HCC Ybor City campus is definitely 
unique. Out of our five campuses, 
we’re the only one sitting right in the 
middle of an urban core. We have 
city streets running right through our 
campus. Our college is part of the 
culture and community in Ybor City.”

-Dr. Shawn Robinson, President 
of Hillsborough Community 

College Ybor City Campus
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LIFESTYLE
Ybor City is full of old-world charm and has a 
vibrant pulse that transcends generations in the 
comfort of a relaxed, yet energetic community. 
Ybor offers various restaurants and shops within 

walking distance for residents and workers. 
Several restaurants honor the cultural roots 
of Ybor to include Italian, Spanish and Cuban 
cuisine. 

Did you know?

Ybor City is home to the oldest restaurant 
in the state of Florida, the Columbia 
Restaurant, which opened in 1905.

The beauty of living and working in Ybor is the 
accessibility to everything within a city. Ybor has 
a cultured history that you can view by day and 
various entertainment options by night. You will 
never get bored living here.”

 -Lori Rosso, Ybor City Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Director and Resident
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Redevelopment
COMMERCIAL 
Ybor City is a vibrant and active community 
of residents and workers from sun up to 
sun down. Cigar factory warehouses have 
turned into mixed-use for apartments, retail, 
restaurants and office space. Restaurants with 
sidewalk cafés line the area’s walkable avenues. 
Ybor City has a canvas of approximately 
180,000 square feet of available mixed-use 
space to bring your vision to life. 

BUSINESS RELOCATIONS
Have you outgrown your current 
office space, retail shop or restaurant? 
Is it time to open a second location?  
Are you looking for an area where 
aesthetics are important, where 
every building doesn’t look like the 
next? Explore Ybor and see why 
it’s historically different and where 
businesses thrive!

Eight in 10 Workers Likely Recommend Ybor to Others as a Place to Work (84%)

Source: HCP Associates Baseline Assessment

WORKING IN YBOR
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INCENTIVES
The Façade Improvement Matching Grant 
Program provides financial incentives for 
property owners to improve the appearance of 
their buildings within the Historic District. 

Priority is given to historic buildings and those 
along 7th Avenue. Funding can cover 50% of the 
façade improvement cost up to $50,000.

The Community Amenity Program offers 
reimbursement of city fees up to $10,000 paid to 

the City of Tampa for building permit and permit-
related fees, water meters, water connection 
fees and inspection fees.

Architectural Review & Historic Preservation 
provides stewardship for Tampa’s historic 
buildings, sites, and recognition of individuals 
significant in the development of the community.
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RESIDENTIAL 
Tampa was named one of the Top 100 
best places to live by the U.S. News 
& World Report boasting affordable 
housing with urban appeal. 

Developers in Ybor City have converted 
old cigar factories and other buildings 
into loft style apartments with original 
flooring, exposed brick and high ceilings. 

New residential development has sprung 
up as well as demand grows for living 
space within the district that is within 
walking distance of shops, bars and 
restaurants. 

I instantly fell in love with Ybor the 
moment I stepped foot here. It’s a 
colorful community to me. It’s just 
a piece of paradise and if you love 
the urban style, Ybor City is the place  
for you.”

 -Grant Mehlich, Ybor 
City Resident
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LIVING IN YBOR

Nine in 10 Residents Likely Recommend 
Ybor to Others as a Place to Live (93%)

Ybor’s Strengths Identified by Residents:

Source: HCP Associates Baseline Assessment
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DIVERSITY

HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Ybor City is such a jewel with so much 
history, style and character. Once you 
walk into a building that’s 130-years-
old, you just fall in love with it. There’s 
just so much going on that you want to 
bring it back to life.”

 -Ariel J. Quintela, Developer

The City of Tampa offers tax exemptions to 
historic property owners to preserve, restore 
and rehabilitate qualifying properties within 
the Ybor City Historic District. 

The Barrio Latino Commission (BLC) 
oversees preserving and maintaining the 
architectural integrity of Ybor City and its 
many defining features. They offer detailed 
design guidelines for those looking to build 
or renovate in the Ybor City Historic District. 

The BLC strives to balance the rich history 
and culture with the present-day growth and 
constant demand for future developments.
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Connectivity
INTERNATIONAL
Back in the cigar manufacturing days, Port 
Tampa Bay was a vital entity between Ybor 
City and Cuba. 

Today, the port is a leader in global trade 
and is positioned as the number one 
economic engine in West Central Florida. 
The port also is the nation’s closest gateway 
to the Panama Canal to connect to Latin 
America. 

Port Tampa Bay is not only a logistical asset, 
but also is a destination port for numerous 
cruise lines and periodically a port of call. 
Thousands of passengers fill cruise ships 
every month; these passengers are a five-
minute streetcar ride from Ybor City.

The Tampa International Airport (TIA) is 
a 15-minute drive from Ybor City. TIA offers 
nonstop flights to several major U.S. cities 
and more than 10 nonstop international 
flights. TIA is ranked the 3rd best airport 
in the U.S. by Conde Nast Traveler Magazine. 

REGIONAL

Ybor City sits just south of I-4 and east of I-275 
and north of the Leroy Selmon Expressway 
offering easy access to the transportation 
systems. 

It’s a streetcar or bike ride away from 
Channelside, Downtown Tampa, Port Tampa 
Bay and Tampa International Airport. If you 

want access by bus or train, both stations are less 
than a mile from Ybor in Downtown Tampa.

The Tampa Union Station sits on the eastern 
edge of Downtown Tampa and stands as the 
gateway to Ybor City. Amtrak offers a Silver 
Service that connects New York City to Miami with 
stops at dozens of destinations, including Tampa. 
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LOCAL CIRCULATION
No car? No problem. There are a variety of ways 
to get around the Historic District. 

• The TECO Line Streetcar has multiple stops 
along Ybor, Channelside and Downtown Tampa. 

• The HART Bus Line offers an affordable 
alternative to ride-sharing with connections to 
the TECO Line Streetcar System, Marion Transit 
Center, and connects to Downtown for airport 
service.  

• You also can rent a bicycle from Coast Bike 
Share racks placed throughout the district.  

• The Selmon Greenway is a bike-friendly trail, 
shaded by the Selmon Expressway, that runs 
from the south side of Ybor into Channelside 
district connecting with the Tampa Riverwalk in 
Downtown Tampa. 

• One of the best ways to experience Ybor is the 
old-fashioned way, by foot. Take a 90-minute 
stroll along the brick streets of Ybor on a guided 
tour and step back in time.   

We are delighted to have the HART transit system and the TECO Line Streetcar connect folks from 
Historic Ybor City to the Channelside District and Downtown Tampa. It’s more convenient. It’s less 
expensive than driving your car. Providing transit connectivity within Ybor City is a win for the entire 
community, and the Tampa Bay area.”

 - HART Chief Executive Officer 
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Did you know?

The Cuban sandwich originated in Ybor City. It’s 
been a long debate between Tampa and Miami, 
but cigar workers made them before Miami was 
founded. The sandwich consists of ham, roasted 
pork, Swiss cheese, pickles, mustard and salami on 
Cuban bread. Ybor City holds a Cuban Sandwich 
Festival every year where sandwich makers from 
around the world compete for the title of the 
world’s best Cuban sandwich. 
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Did you know?

The rooster population that currently 
resides in Ybor are direct descendants 
of the fowl that lived in the backyards 
of the neighborhood’s earliest 
residents over 100 years ago. Ybor 
City’s chickens crossing the streets 
have been a welcome sight for those 
who visit the area. 
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We love being Tampa’s playground 
and feel our diversity of both people 
and architecture makes us a one-of-a-
kind place. We truly believe our warm-
hearted district offers an eclectic and 
stress-free environment.” 

 -Courtney Orr, YCDC Manager

Our mission at the Ybor City Development 
Corporation is to enhance a vibrant urban 
village for residents, businesses and visitors 
who live, work and play in Ybor.

We facilitate the development, redevelopment 
and economic revitalization of the Ybor City 
Historic District—a unique urban community 
melding beautiful historic architecture, a 
celebrated multi-cultural heritage, a bustling 
main street, creative businesses and livable 
neighborhoods in Tampa Bay.

The YCDC serves as the community’s liaison 
for economic development, supports the City 
of Tampa’s municipal services and special 
events, inventories residential and commercial 
real estate, coordinates infrastructure 
improvements and manages the District’s Clean 
team (YES Team) and Ambassador Program. 

Contact us today to find out how you can make 
Ybor City your new destination to live, work and 
play.

About the Ybor City  
Development Corporation
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